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Title: CAO Yu on Shakespeare: A Study of CAO Yu’s “Report on Romeo and Juliet”
Author: LI Weimin
Abstract: CAO Yu made a special report on Romeo and Juliet in the institute for literature of
Chinese Writers Association on July the 15 of 1954. Being “restricted to a circle” this
Shakespearian report is not included in any of his collections nor in the complete works of CAO
Yu and has never been discussed by any researcher. This report provides new and valuable
information to CAO Yu studies and Shakespeare studies. The report is CAO Yu’s overall
evaluation and in-depth appreciation of the themes and literary skills in Romeo and Juliet. The
report is a reflection of how CAO Yu strived to apply the theories of historical materialism and
dialectical materialism to his study of Shakespeare and Romeo and Juliet 1o keep pace with the
new historical period.
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